Buying, Renting or Borrowing a Stringed Instrument
· Rent – to – own plans.  The money spent on renting the instrument is applied to the price of purchasing if you decide to keep it.  No charge for changing sizes as child grows.   Beekman Violin in Peace Dale  has a rent – to – own program.  Mr. Beekman is a violin maker who sets up and repairs all the instruments he rents. 

Robert’s Music in West Warwick rents all band and string instruments.  More information is available on their website: www.robertsmusicri.com 
Beekman Violin will have an  instrument pick-up night on September 13th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Curtis Corner Middle School, for anyone wishing to rent a violin or viola.  Cellos and basses must be rented at the shop (1058 Kingstown Road, Peace Dale 284-0265).  Payment that evening should be by check or cash; future payments will be charged to your credit card.
· Buying or borrowing  an instrument.   If you decide to buy an instrument, there a some things to keep in mind.  It should be sized properly, so it fits your child.  Generally, 4th graders play ½ size or sometimes ¾ size instruments.  They usually need the next size after a year or two, depending on how they grow.

Also, the instrument should be made of good quality materials, such as sturdy maple bridge, ebony pegs and fingerboard, and solid wood (not plywood) body.  The bridge should be carved to fit the instrument, and pegs and fine tuners should work smoothly.

If you are borrowing an instrument from a relative or friend, you should have it checked out to make sure it is in good working condition.  I will be happy to check an instrument for you, or you can take it to a violin shop. 

· Starting out with the right instrument is important - Instruments that are set up and fit  properly are much easier to play!

· The school has some instruments to lend, in cases of financial need.   Please contact me as soon as possible if you need to borrow an instrument.  (There are no more basses to lend this year)  rfuller@skschools.net or 782-6223 ext. 1330 (Broad Rock Middle School)

